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A. Positions and Honors 

Positions and Employment 
1980-1985 Research associate, University of Düsseldorf, Germany 
1985-1987 Senior research associate, University of Munich, Germany  
1988-present Professor and Chair, Plant Molecular Biology, Heinrich-Heine-University, Düsseldorf 
 

Administrative academic activities 
2001-2004 Head, Department of Biology, Faculty of Mathematics and Sciences, University of Düsseldorf, Germany 
2004-2007 Dean, Faculty of Mathematics and Sciences, University of Düsseldorf, Germany 
2014-present Vice-President for Research and Technology Transfer, University of Düsseldorf, Germany 
 

Other Academic Experience and Community Service 
1996-2000 Member, Reviewing Panel Plant Biology, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) 
2000-2004 Chair, Reviewing Panel Plant Biology, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) 
1999-present Member, Scientific Advisory Board, German Plant Genome Programme GABI/Plant Biotechnology 

Programme 
2004-2007 Member, Scientific Advisory Board, French Plant Genome Programme Génoplante 
2008-2010 Chair, Scientific Advisory Board, French Plant Genome Programme Génoplante 
2006-2012 Member, Senate, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) 
2012-present Member and Chair, Scientific Advisory Board of French Programme "Biotechnologies vertes" 
Honors 
1981 Heinz-Maier-Leibnitz Award in Photosynthesis Research (German Ministry for Science and Technology) 
2010 Corresponding member of the Académie d´Agriculture de France 
2013 Member of the German National Academy Leopoldina 
 

B. Research Interests 
(1) Molecular evolution of C4 photosynthesis; 
(2) Genetic improvement of crop photosynthesis; 
(3) Molecular characterization of quantitative trait loci (QTL) for chilling tolerance in maize. 
 
 

  



C. Research grants (2000 - present) 

Total sum of research grants received from 2000 to 2019: 9.5 Mio EURO 
Present research grants 

Funding period Funding organization/programme Project 

2015-2018 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation C4 Rice, Phase III 

2015-2018 Bioeconomy Science Center NRW Evaluation and development of energy plant Silphium perfoliatum 
L. as a source of renewable raw materials 

2016-2019 BMBF/ Plant Breeding Research for 
Bioeconomy 

Accessing the genomic and functional diversity of maize to 
improve quantitative traits (MAZE) 

2016-2019 BMBF/ Plant Breeding Research for 
Bioeconomy 

Enhancing crop photosynthesis (EnCroPho) 
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