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About Urban Forests

Sur les forêts urbaines 



About This Talk

• How forestry became urban – and 

how ‘urban forestry’ came to be

• Governance and policy

• Planning and management – and 

evidence-based guidelines

• Expanding urban forests

• Perspective



How forestry became urban – 
& how urban forestry emerged

Illustration by Cathy Bedenbaugh, in Townsend and Barton (2018)



Source: Schama (1995)



Urban Forestry

The art, science, and technology of 

managing trees and forest resources in and 

around urban community ecosystems for 

the physiological, sociological, economic, 

and aesthetic benefits trees provide society 

(Helms 1998, based on Miller 1997)



Key Characteristics of Urban Forestry

• Integrative: all tree resources; urban and peri-

urban; planning & management

• Strategic: long-term vision, multiple use

• Inter-/multidisciplinary: wide range of 

disciplines/fields

• Participatory: stakeholder involvement

• Urban: urban conditions; meeting urban demands





Governance 
and Policy



https://atlasofthefuture.org/project/cities4forests/







Planning and 
Management – 
and evidence-based 
guidelines



Vision & Principles

Enhancing Nordic leadership in urban green 

space planning and management – fostering 

the Nordic Green City of the Future 

Working with the principles of:

• Proximity (including visibility)
• Connectivity
• Diversity
• Equity



UBC alumni magazine (2022)









threesrule.com or treesrule.com
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Expanding urban forests

• Infill forests

• Reclaimed forests

• Elevated forests

• Vertical forests

• Transplanted forests

• Wild forests

• Temporary forests



Source: Barcelona City Hall





https://lc.nl/friesland/leeuwarden/Het-stationsplein-in-Leeuwarden-kleurt-

groen.-Bekijk-hier-het-wandelende-bos-Bosk-vanuit-de-lucht-27665133.html



Urban Groves
(300)

Streetwoods
(30)

Doorstep trees
(3)





Reflections

• Urban forests are of increasing 

importance

• Urban forestry draws upon forestry –

but is more than that

• Evidence-based planning and 

management are needed

• Has the era of the Forest City arrived?
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